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Mathilde Square

A brief summary to highlight some wonderful elements.

Eindhoven, the Netherlands
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Buro Lubbers Ltd. Mathilde Square 5500 m* 2009 Buro Lubbers DNC vastgoedontwikkeling
Woningstichting Trudo

To escape the frenetic activity of downtown
Eindhoven, one can now relax in the green oasis
at Mathilde Square. After shopping or a long day
at the office, here one can quietly enjoy a drink
on the terrace or sit down on a bench among
lush plants.

Versatility guided the principles for the Mathilde
Square. The square had to add value to
the series of public squares and places in
Eindhoven’s inner city, it had to showcase the
Light Tower and the semi-public square needed
to host different functions. The amorphous form
of the planning area demanded an exacting
structure that brings serenity and also guarantees
an optimal view of the Light Tower. The unity of
the design is accomplished by using consistent
shapes and materials. Thus the surface is paved
with just one material: a dark gray concrete slab
resembling natural stone. This gray carpet is laid
in a rigid, complex pattern and is surrounded by
a plinth that distinguishes the square from the
building and also highlights the difference in level
between the parking deck and the environment.
The square becomes an enclave with its own
distinctive identity.

Elongated Corten steel planters create a
stripe pattern. At several spaces between the
containers, wooden benches and bicycle stands
are positioned. The robust colour of the Corten
steel, the warm look of natural wood and the
gray pavement, form an interesting contrast to
the white, gray and black tones of the building.
The most striking colour accent, however, is the
vegetation. In all seasons the hedgerow structure
of evergreen plants and seasonal flowers will
result in an attractive image. Rhododendrons in
containers are high green accents. Even at night
when the plants are illuminated from below, the
Mathilde Square is an inviting, friendly place.
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FI00I/ WalKINg Patns: LONCrete SIans WITN DrUSNSITOKes, Some CONCrete siaps nave
weatherproof steel strips and/or washed out patterns and letters;

Furniture: wooden benches, weatherproof steel and wooden fences and stairs;
lllumination: Lamppost with spots
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